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a Memoir of

PEGGY HONNOR
(Nee Locke)

Peggy Honor
remi ni ses about goi ng to
school i n Kal amunda

I used to go to the little
Lesmurdie School which is now
a playschool. My schoolteacher
was Miss Burdak who lived on
the corner of Lesmurdie Rd and
Hope Crescent. Her house is
still there.
Some of the school kids
included John Champion, Bill
Gilchrist, Kenny Woods, Ben
Woods, Ester Over, Renee Over,
Frank Over, Elvie Anderson,
Thelma Grey, Alma Gray, Peggy
Smith, Florrie Smith, Ivy Smith,
Alfie Smith.
I think I was the eleventh pupil
when I started there. We used to
love to make a cubby out of
gum leaves which we used to
go and sit in and have our
lunch. It was a beaut little
school.

My Memories was written by Peggy Honnor, (nee Locke) in 1987
This summary of the original interview was prepared
on behalf of the Bill Shaw Oral History Group

Peggy as a baby, with her siblings. L-R: Thelma, Bill and Clarence (Jack).
Jarrahdale, circa 1925. Taken before they were all adopted by new families.

Peggy Pearl Honnor (nee Locke) was born
Dorothy Pearl Rigby on 14 March 1924 in
Jarrahdale, a small timbermill town in Western
Australia. She had three sibings Bill, Jack and
Thelma.
Her father, William Rigby, died when she was
a baby. Her mother, Lullamine Sylvia Rigby
(nee Smith), an entertainer, found herself
unable to support her four young children so
she put them up for adoption.
Peggy was adopted in 1927 at the age of 3 by
Alfred and Emma Locke from Subiaco. They
had three daughters of their own, Dorothy
(Dot), Amelia (Mill) and Anne. Dorothy Pearl
Rigby officially became Peggy Pearl Locke
because one of her new sisters already had
the same first name.
They lived in Victoria Park before moving into
a rented cottage on the corner of Falls and
Kimbarlee roads, Lesmurdie in 1933. Peggy
remembers a creek running through the
property with a lovely house.
Her father, Alfred, worked a variety of jobs in
the hills and beyond. He worked for Jack
Johnson, an orchardist and flower supplier in
Lesmurdie and also for Fred Eversden on his
orchard.

Peggy (holding rabbit) with her new adoptive sisters
L-R: Anne, Dot (Dorothy) and Mill (Amelia) Locke. Subiaco, circa 1928

She was the eleventh pupil when she
started school in Sanderson Road,
Lesmurdie. She walked to school and back
home to Falls Road every day.
She fondly remembers making a cubby out
of gum leaves with her friends. The
children would sit and have lunch in the
cubby. She recalls that 'it was a beaut little
school'.
In the late 1930s the family would sit and
listen to the wireless at night, after tea.
They really enjoyed listening to a serial
called “Clem and Tina Hinkle” which aired
on Thursday nights and they loved listening
to the Amateur Hour.

Peggy's first
day of school in
Victoria Park,
Circa 1929

Peggy at home in Lesmurdie, aged 15. Circa 1939

In the early 1930s Peggy's parents regularly
caught the bus to Perth, walking home past
Lesmurdie Falls and through Whistlepipe Gully
to Falls Rd. On one occasion they were nearly
to the bottom of Lesmurdie Falls when Peggy's
mum sprained her ankle. Her dad had to
piggyback her mum the rest of the way home.
In 1936 the family moved to Lesmurdie Rd and
Peggy's dad started work for Fred Eversden.
He received a small wage and rent-free
accommodation on the orchard which was
located on the old Fletcher property in
Lesmurdie Road, off Fletcher Road.
Peggy remembers spending many happy days
picking apples, oranges, plums, lemons,
apricots, pears and grapes all of which were
grown on the orchard.
The corner end of the property was known as
Blackberry Corner and they regularly picked
blackberries, packed them in punnets covered
them in cellophane and secured each punnet
with an elastic band. Mr Eversden sold them
for seven pence a punnet. Peggy recalls that
Mr Eversden paid her dad one penny per
punnet, making a huge profit off the hard work
of the family.

1938 the family moved to the corner of
Falls and Lesmurdie Roads which was
directly behind Mr and Mrs Gus
Johnson’s place.
Across Lesmurdie Road was a boarding
house run by Mrs Agore and her
daughters Connie and Nan. Their old
house later became the Villa Maria
residence.
Peggy's first job was at the Silverdale
Guest House which was run by Mr and
Mrs Laddie Burrows. She worked from
7:30am to 4:30pm doing a variety of
tasks including waiting on tables,
cleaning, dusting and making the guests
beds. She was paid 7 shillings and 6
pence per week, giving her mum 5
shillings to help with food.
She rode her bike to work and Jack, a
young admirer, would sometimes
accompany her home after work.
She later met Frank, who she liked very
much but her dad didn't so she was only
allowed to go out with him once a week
and had to be accompanied by her mum.

On the way to her first ball, Kalamunda, circa 1939.

Peggy, Kalamunda, circa 1941.

Studio photo of Peggy, circa 1939

Balls, Beaus and the Community
Peggy recalled the wonderful balls held in
the Kalamunda Hall. She attended her first
ball at the age of 15. She remembers the
thrill of catching the bus to Perth with her
parents to buy a beautiful iced blue taffeta
full length ball gown and a pair of silver
shoes. She was delighted when one of the
lads began to sing a popular song of the day,
“Beautiful Lady in Blue”.
Peggy's close friend, Rene Owen, lived on
the corner of Central Road and Burt Street.
They would go for long bike rides together
spending the afternoon taking photos. They
often rode to Midland but the way home was
difficult as they had to push their bikes up
Dog Hill.
Peggy dated Tom Cameron whose father
owned the Kalamunda Bakery located on the
corner of Mead and Central Roads. Tom
baked the bread as well as delivering it in a
black and white van with Kalamunda Bakery
written on the side. They went to the Royal
Show together, dressing up in their finest for
the day. It was a wonderful hot, sunny day
and they came home with lolly-bags, biscuits
and dolls on sticks.

Peggy later met 'the one' when he came into
the newsagency where she worked. George
Honnor was dressed in a kilt, as he was in
the 28th Cameron Highlanders. His
Sergeant was Bob Nestor whose wife ran a
tearoom and deli on the corner of Haynes &
Central Roads. Mr Nestor had the adjoining
butcher shop.
Peggy recalls that Kalamunda was not very
big then with the boarding house, run by Mrs
Wheeler, opposite Kostera’s garage in
Haynes Street. The chemist, run by Miss
Whittem, a well known healer who also
opened a drapers shop saving locals the trip
to Perth to buy clothing. There was a village
blacksmith and a bootmaker's shop which
later became a tea shop where you could
buy home made cakes and scones straight
from the oven.

George Edward Honnor
Circa 1938

World War II
The family heard Winston Churchill’s war
announcement on the radio. Peggy, still living
at home, was working at the Steere’s
Newsagency in Kalamunda.
George Honnor was already serving in the
army in the Cameron Highlanders Division
located at Rottnest. Conscription was
introduced later with a huge drive to get
people signed up in the early years.
George was going out with Peggy's friend but
when she broke off the relationship Peggy
'jumped in where she left off'. George went
into the Newsagency and Peggy remembered
how handsome he looked in his new uniform
which was khaki, big army boots, a slouch hat
and an oversized grey coat.
George, a despatch rider, regularly rode his
motorbike from Northam so that he and Peggy
could go out together. On one occasion they
rode to Lake Leschenaultia in the morning
when the weather was fine. When they arrived
home in the evening they were thoroughly
drenched from being caught in the rain on his
motorbike.
George and Peggy married on 1, August
1942. The next morning George had to return
to the Northam camp as he only had two days
leave. With a sad heart Peggy saw him onto
the train again at Perth Station.

Peggy Locke and George Honnor. on their wedding day
Kalamunda, 1 August 1942

George came home once a fortnight and
Peggy travelled to the Northam Army
Camp every other week to see him. One
Sunday George, who was very sick,
went home with Peggy. Later he told her
that he was Absent Without Leave. After
contacting the army doctor George was
taken by ambulance to Hollywood
Hospital with pneumonia. He stayed
there for a fortnight before being
transferred back to Northam. Six
months later he became ill again and
was sent to the army hospital just
outside Midland. In 1943 he was
discharged from the army for health
reasons.
Peggy's Uncle Max was in the Navy and
sent her photos of Milne Bay, where he
was stationed. Peggy was really scared
when she received an official military
letter ordering her to attend the Perth
barracks to explain what the
photos were in case they were of
a secret place. She was so relieved
when she was given the all clear.
The American Army were based just out
of town and they often organised dances
in Kalamunda. Every girl was given a
corsage as they entered. There was a
good comoradarie with them and the
Kalamunda spirit was strong.

Peggy and George
build a life

The house that George Honnor built, 23 Patricia Road, Kalamunda. Circa 1950

Andy collected the fish and transported
them to Kalamunda to sell them. The
family worked very hard for no pay as
After his discharge George worked with his father
Andy never paid George his share of the
in the forestry industry, cutting timber with a
profits. At times Andy would forget to bring
cross-saw. The work was very hard so George
their supplies from Perth leaving the family
eventually bought a Hagen power circular saw
short of food. On one of these occasions
making the work a lot easier. He later worked for
George was looking for cigarette butts
Jack Emberson delivering bread for the
when he found a 10 shilling note. With Jan
Kalamunda Bakery. The bakery is still located on
on her hip and Wendy toddling alongside,
the corner of Mead St and Central Road.
Peggy walked 11 miles to the township of
Rottnest to buy tobacco, 1lb of dripping
Peggy and George had two daughters, Wendy
and some lollies for the girls. On their
and Janice. In 1946 they bought a block of land
return trip they managed to get a lift with
on the corner of Patricia and Frances Road. It
an airforce man who was stationed at the
had a fantastic view that looked down the valley
old base, near their campsite.
and into the city. On a clear morning they could
see the Swan River and King’s Park with the
After living on the Island for around 8
naked eye.
months the family returned to Kalamunda
to live. Wendy and Jan attended St Brigid’s
George built their home which proved to be very
Convent. Peggy recalls the day Jan, aged
hard work as the foundations had to be hand6, ran away from school because she
drilled and blasted.
didn’t like the Sister with the pointed nose.
George, who was driving the Kalamunda
On Friday evenings they went to the Kalamunda
bus at the time, saw a little girl hiding
pictures in the Agricultural Hall. In the summer
behind a bush in Falls Road. He stopped
the pictures would be held in the picture gardens
the bus, reversed back and Jan jumped
in Heath Road, just past Crabb’s store on the
into the bus and onto his lap, and cried and
right.
cried. Meanwhile Wendy went looking for
Jan and walked all the way up Lesmurdie
After 1949, George bought a boat in partnership
Road. Very concerned and upset about her
with Andy McWhirter. They fished for a living and
sister, she was in tears when her Grandad
based themselves at Rottnest. The family lived in
saw her and picked her up. Jan was safe
a large tent and went out in a small dinghy every
and sound by the time Wendy arrived
morning to drop the craypots. They often caught
home.
45 pound schnappers, dhufish and skippy. Back
at camp they gutted them, filled them with salt
Peggy spent more than 74 years in
and buried them at the edge of the water to keep
Kalamunda/Lesmurdie before moving to
them fresh until Andy came to pick them up.
Busselton in 2005.

L-R: John Honnor, grandfather-in-law, Peggy
holding Wendy and husband George. Circa 1944

Peggy with daughters, Janice and Wendy
at the Kalamunda Show. Circa 1952.
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