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Rita Hunter
Tal ks about the fami l y' s fl ock
of geese whi ch were used to
deter the bi rds and hel p keep
the weeds down i n the
orchard.

'I remember a goose with all her
goslings going from our house
up the hill to Ron’s house, and
it was in a puddle where it could
get a drink.
It had about six goslings
following this goose and she
attacked the car.
We came around the bend and
there she was with all her
goslings in this puddle and she
flew at the car, at the radiator of
the car.
We had to back off till they’d
finished'.

An interview of Rita Hunter, (nee Wilson) was conducted by Gigi Hesterman in April 2013
on behalf of the Kalamunda and Districts Historical Society.

This summary of the original interview was prepared
on behalf of the Bill Shaw Oral History Group

Rita Wilson, East Fremantle, circa 1932

Eric, Rita and Henry Wilson, circa 1936

Rita Mary Wilson, a seventh generation
Australian, was born in Moss Street, East
Fremantle on 19 October, 1930.
Her father, James William Henry Alfred Wilson,
was born in 1893 in Bundaberg, Queensland.
He moved to Western Australia after WWI.

Rita remembers her father as being
very straitlaced, lovely and caring. He
loved his family and did all he could for
them. He was six foot two and her
mum was four foot eight. Her mum was
very sweet, it was her bent in life to
look after her children.

Rita's mother, Olive Lillian Wilson (nee Gow),
was born in Brunswick, Victoria in 1894. She
moved to Western Australia with her parents
when her father, James Walker Gow, was sent
to establish the Railway Workshop in Midland.

Rita spent her teenage years in
Subiaco where she attended school. In
1945, when she was 15, she left school
to attend a secretarial course at Hartles
Business College.

Olive and James met on the wharf when James
was on his way to Gallipoli during WWI. They
married upon his return on 6 January, 1920.
James also served in WW2 as Captain QM with
the 9th Division. He supplied food to soldiers up
the coast of Western Australia to Darwin.

Her mum had always loved the hills, so
she decided to move the family to
Haynes Street, Kalamunda.

Rita was the second youngest of six children.
Her siblings included Stan, Clarice, Alf, Eric and
Henry.
Living in East Fremantle, Rita's father had a
business exporting fruit and vegetables to
Singapore.
During the war the Japanese threatened to
bomb the wharf at Fremantle. This caused a
mass evacuation of families to the suburbs.
Rita's family moved to Subiaco.

Rita Wilson, East Fremantle, circa 1934

Kalamunda Estate Agency, under the ownership of Richard Synnot was an
original railway station building

Kalamunda Real Estate Agency under management of James Wilson.
1945—1947

Kalamunda Estate Agency
Whilst Rita's dad was away looking at a
business in Miling, near Moora, her mum
bought the Kalamunda Estate Agency. The
family moved into the house behind the
Agency at 2 Haynes Street, Kalamunda.
Richard Synott was the original Agency
owner established in 1915. His daughters,
Maude and Natalie, continued to run the
business after he died. They were in their
late 80s when they sold the business to
Rita's parents and finally retired.
James Wilson bought blocks of land and
subdivided them. He cut up a ten acre block
for the Synotts which was promised to
soldiers coming back from the war. The
Government wanted that area to develop the
Kalamunda High School. The Agency had to
find alternate blocks around Kalamunda for
those who had already secured one.
The Agency serviced Kalamunda, Lesmurdie
and Walliston turning over two thirds of the
houses in the district in the time that Rita's
dad was there.

Rita used her secretarial skills and helped
her Dad with the office work associated
with the business. They had a house
phone connected to the Exchange listed as
Kalamunda 170. Rita and her dad travelled
around an hour by car every Wednesday
to lodge their business proceedings with
the Lands Department in Perth.
They lived next door to Mr Thomson who
owned the grocery shop. Mrs Findlay ran
the tea rooms opposite the paper shop on
the corner of Central Road and halfway
down Haynes Street. On the other side of
the road was Kostera's Garage, and down
the bottom of the road was the Ken Steere
Newsagency.
Rita's dad bought the 'Old Brown House.'
After remodelling the building he moved
the agency into the new premises and the
family lived at the back of the business.

The Wilsons residence and business in Haynes St Kalamunda 1947 - 1953

Kalamunda Hotel. Publican, Paddy Connolly 1945-1950

Kalamunda Hotel and Hospital
Rita remembers Paddy Connolly, the Publican
of the Kalamunda Hotel during the 1940s. He
lived in his tiny cottage located in the bush in
Mundaring Weir Road.

The original 'Old Brown House' in Haynes
Street, was built around 1869. Over the
years it was used as a private residence,
boarding house and hospital.

Rita's dad would go to the hotel at 9 o’clock in
the evenings and escort Paddy down to his
cottage and wait until he had locked himself in.
Paddy Connolly was a very nervous man and
was always concerned about being robbed of
his daily earnings. Paddy would come back to
the Wilson's house early in the morning for
breakfast.

The original hospital in the district was a
long building with individual rooms off a
passage at the back. Rita's dad bought
the property and had to rebuild it in three
stages because of Council regulations.

Paddy Connolly was a single man not much
older than Rita's dad. They had served in the
army together and Paddy trusted his friend
James.

He was instrumental in organising the
building of the new Kalamunda Hospital
through the Chamber of Commerce
where he served as President for many
years.

'The Brown House', The old Kalamunda Hospital. Circa 1946

Rita Wilson, Debutante. Circa 1947
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Lt Rita Wilson and Capt Elva Loaring,
Girl Guides Circa 1945

Balls, day trips and community
Rita recalls that the railway trains were still
travelling out to Pickering Brook when they
first moved to Kalamunda. Her mum would
take her little brother for an outing on
Saturday afternoons to Pickering Brook, they
would stay on the train because it just turned
around and came back again.

There were four tennis courts near Kash and
Karry at the bottom of Haynes Street. Mr
Jenson lived at the back of one of them with
two courts on his property and two on Shire
land. It wasn’t an organised club. Anybody
who wanted to play would go down on a
Saturday afternoon and play a social game.

She remembers the picture shows on Friday
nights where a travelling man would come
with his projector and the Saturday night
dances at the hall.

Rita was a member of the Girl Guides from
the age of 12 - 20 attaining the level of
Lieutenant. All girls at that time were
encouraged to join the local groups and
complete various community work to help
others around the district.

Various organisations in town would run a
Ball with a band, to raise funds for their club.
Everyone would go to the balls, all the adults
not just the teenagers and children and they
all had great fun.
Part of the rules of entry were to 'bring a
plate', to help with the catering for supper.
Rita remembers one unsuspecting lady
thought the club must be short of crockery so
she just brought a plate without food on it.
It was at one of these balls that Rita first set
eyes on Bill Hunter, her future husband who
was attending with another girl. Rita said to
her mum 'I'm going to marry him.'

Rita and her friend Grace Hallahan ran the
Cubs in the Scout Hall next to the Shire
offices on Canning Road.
Community spirit was strong in Kalamunda

when residents
decided they needed
a swimming pool in
the district they got
together and raised
funds by holding
fetes and street
stalls. Most people
became involved in
fund raising efforts.

Rita and Henry Wilson. Circa 1938

Bill Hunter & Rita Wilson,
Royal Show Circa 1948

L-R Bill Hunter, unknown, Rita Hunter, Pam & Stan Wilson, Pat & Lesley
(children), unknown 'Chinaman’s Cottage', Canning Road. Circa 1951

Ron, Rita, Shirley and Bill Hunter
Circa 1960/61

Bill and Rita Hunter
The next 20 years were spent
working and living on the orchard.
The family worked together to pick,
sort and pack the fruit including their
two children.
Gordon Farrell would collect the fruit
at 2am and deliver it to the West
Perth Markets on Monday,
Wednesday and Fridays each week.
Bill and Rita Hunter (nee Wilson) at Kalamunda Lodge Ladies night. Circa early 1950s

Bill Hunter was born in Katanning and moved to
Kalamunda with his family when he was around 18
months old. Bill's Grandfather owned 85 acres of land
where he planted fruit trees on 20 acres in the 1920s.
The orchard was on the corner of Canning and Grove
Roads.

After they sold the orchard the
Agricultural Board asked Bill to be a
fruit inspector because of his
expertise in the fruit industry. He
had to make sure that the fruit was
free from fruit fly and of a high
quality for export to Singapore and
Asia.

Bill had his first dance with Rita at a Barn Dance where
there was frequent changing of partners. True to Rita's After a few years the family bought
word they married three years later, on 24 March 1951, a farm and moved to Narambeen.
in the Presbyterian Church in Subiaco.
Bill Hunter, newspaper photo, packing shed

They travelled to visit friends in Bridgetown for their
honeymoon where they were booked into a boarding
house for a week. Bill's friends were levelling the local
high school site with bulldozers so Bill spent the entire
honeymoon on a bulldozer helping them.
When they first married they lived in one of the three
'Chinamen' cottages on the corner of Pomeroy and
Canning Roads. The 'Chinamen' were living on the
corner of the property and worked for the orchardists.
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